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Glossary of terms

article processing charge (APC) - a fee charged by the publisher in order to make an article open access.

author accepted manuscript (AAM) a version that follows the peer review process and has been accepted for publication. This version does 

not include the publisher’s formatting, such as page numbers, volume and issue. Also known as postprint.

Creative Commons licenses give everyone from individual creators to large institutions a standardized way to grant the public permission to 

use their creative work under copyright law. From the reuser’s perspective, the presence of a Creative Commons license on a copyrighted 

work answers the question, “What can I do with this work?”. Synonyms: CC Creative Commons 

DOAJ - Directory of Open Access Journals, offers an overview of all open access journals. 

gold open access - Gold open access ensures that the final version of an article is freely and permanently accessible for everyone on the 

publisher’s platform, immediately after publication. This type of open access usually requires paying APC

green open access - Green open access, also known as self-archiving, is making publications freely available via an open access repository. 

After publication in a subscription journal, an Author Accepted Manuscript is also placed in an open access repository. Publishers may 

demand an embargo period, during which access is restricted. 

hybrid journal - a hybrid journal is a subscription journal in which some of the articles are open access. This usually requires the payment of 

a publication fee to the publisher 



Glossary of terms

open access journals and platforms - journals and platforms that offer free access to publications, registered or pending registration in the 

Directory of Open Access Journals

Persistent Identifier (PID) - a sequence of characters permanently assigned to an object so as to enable its unambiguous identification (one 

such commonly used identifier is DOI)

transformative agreement - are contracts between academic publishers and (consortia of) the universities. These agreements aim to 

transform the business model of academic publishing moving from subscription-based to one in which publishers are remunerated a fair price 

for their open access publishing services. 

transformative journals - subscription or hybrid journals that have committed to transitioningto fully OA 

Version of Record (VoR) - final PDF of the published article. Also known as: "The Publisher’s version". 



Open Science: theoretical and 

definitional assumptions

Open Science is frequently defined as
an umbrella term that involves various
movements aiming to remove the barriers
for sharing any kind of output, resources,
methods or tools, at any stage of the
research process (FOSTER/Facilitate Open
Science Training for European Research,
2014-2019).



Open Science is a set of principles and

practices that aim to make scientific research

from all fields accessible to everyone for the

benefit of scientists and society as a whole. The

Recommendation aims to ensure not only that

scientific knowledge is accessible but also

that the production of that knowledge itself is

inclusive, equitable and sustainable. By

promoting science that is more accessible,

inclusive and transparent, open science furthers

the right of everyone to share in scientific

advancement and its benefits, as stated in Article

27.1 of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights.

UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science (2021)

Source: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en

Open Science: global theoretical and 

definitional assumptions 



Open Science global timeline

2002: Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI) 

2004: OECD Declaration on Access to Research Data From Public Funding

2010: Singapore Statement on Research Integrity, 2nd Conference on 

Research Integrity 

2013: San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA)

2018: Plan S cOAlition S

2019: Directive no 2019/1024 of the EP and of the Council (EU) of 20 June 

2019 on open data and the re-use of public sector information

2021: UNESCO Recommendations on Open Science



Open Science in Poland 

2008: members of the European University Association (43 Polish HEI) and the 

Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland (CRASP) issued their 

Recommendations on Open Access. 

2015: Directions of the development of open access to research publications 

and research results in Poland, Ministry of Science and Higher Education

2020: Regulation No. 38/2020 and 40/2020 Director of the National Science 

Centre of May 27, 2020, launched the Policy of the National Science Centre 

regarding Open Access. 

2021: National Act of 11 August 2021 on open data and re-use of public sector 

information 

2022: National Science Policy (Point 4.4) 

2024/2025: [assumption] Open Research Data Policy 



Open Access / Attributes

FREE ACCESS 

is not

OPEN ACCESS
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free immediate

online

re-use rights
availability



Open Access / Principles

9 / / x

1. Principle of openness (public, free, non-discriminatory access to digital

objects/research results and their online dissemination)

2. Principle of parallel routes/models (models equivalence)

3. Quick access rule (immediate, no embargo)

4. Content quality maximization principle (AAM, VoR)

5. Benefit maximization principle (licensing)

Source: Development directions of Open Access to publications and research results in Poland, 2015; https://www.gov.pl/web/edukacja-

i-nauka/dokumenty-na-temat-otwartego-dostepu



Benefits of Open 

Access



Open Science at NCN: Open Access Policy

✓2018: NCN signed the Plan S and became a 

member of the cOAlition S

✓2018: NCN signed San Francisco Declaration

on Research Assessment (DORA)

✓2020: NCN adopted an Open Access Policy (in 

line with the Plan S)

adopted by order of the Director of the National 

Science Centre No. 38/2020 of 27 May 2020, 

as amended by order no. 40/2020 of 31 May 

2020

✓2023: Relaxed terms of OA Policy (temporary)

✓2024: Relaxed terms of OA Policy (indefinitely)

✓2019: Data Management Plan is an

obligatory section of each grant application

33rd Grant Call (it is required in all calls for 

proposals)

✓DMP and accompanying guidelines were

prepared in line with the recomendations

of Science Europe

✓All grant agreements signed from 2021: 

underlying data (data sets) related to the 

published articles must be shared (CC0 

licence, no embargo, PID)

OPEN RESEARCH DATAOPEN ACCESS 

(TO PUBLICATIONS)



Open Science at NCN: Open Access Policy

https://ncn.gov.pl/sites/default/files/pliki/zarzadzenia-dyrektora/zarzadzenieDyr-38_2020_ang.pdf#page=2



https://ncn.gov.pl/sites/default/files/pliki/2021_10_instrukcja_open_access_NCN_ang.pdf

Open Science at NCN: Open Access Policy



Scope of the Policy

Includes: 

Scientific articles and reviewed conference materials

Excludes:

monographs, chapters in collective works, reviewed collected works



Open Access publication routes in accordance with the NCN 

Policy

Route 1

Full open access 

journals/platforms

➢Paid (the gold model 

with APC) 

➢Free (the diamond 

model; 12 864 journals 

in DOAJ)

Route 2

Manuscript (preprint or

AAM) made available in 

the repository

➢Archiving by publisher 

or permission for self-

archiving

➢Rights Retention 

Strategy/RRS

Transformative route

➢ Trasformative Journal 

List (ca. 950)

➢ Transformation 

agreement at the 

country and institution 

level

Route 3



+

BY - Attribution

SA - Attribution-ShareAlike

ND - Attribution-NoDerivatives

NC - Attribution-NonCommercial

Open Access / Licenses



Attribution

Attribution - ShareAlike

Attribution - NoDerivatives

Attribution – NonCommercial

Attribution – NonCommercial

– ShareAlike

Attribution – NonCommercial

– NoDerivatives

Open Access / Licenses



https://ncn.gov.pl/en/aktualnosci/2023-10-16-polityka-OA-zlagodzenie-przepisow

Open Access: relaxed terms of OA policy



Open Access: relaxed terms of OA policy

https://ncn.gov.pl/aktualnosci/2024-10-01-przedluzenie-zlagodzenia-polityki-oa

https://ncn.gov.pl/aktualnosci/2024-10-01-przedluzenie-zlagodzenia-polityki-oa




On 11.10.2023, NCN introduced a temporary relaxation of the provisions regarding the 

"Open Access Policy at the NCN" for final reports submitted until 31 December 2025. 

Changes in temporary relaxation:

Route 1 

- all CC 4.0 licences will 

be accepted

Route 3 

- no changes
Route 2 

- embargoes will be accepted 

provided that:

- immediately after its 

publication on the publisher’s 

website, a preprint of the 

publication is released, subject to 

a CC BY license, in a repository 

from the openDOAR database; 

the preprint must be given a valid 

PID number (DOI or equivalent);

- once the embargo period has 

ended, the AAM version is 

published in an openDOAR

repository

Open research data 

– CC BY 4.0 licence will be 

accepted



The rules on publication of research results announced in the

NCN Director's letter of 11.10.2023 have been extended

indefinitely. This means that they will be available to PI’s of all

research and scientific activities, regardless of the deadline for

submission of the final report. The relaxed provisions of the

Open Access (OA) policy will remain in force until further notice.

30.09.2024: 



OA publication 

routes/ models in 

accordance with the 

NCN Policy as 

amended - Route 1 



Full Open Access journals/platforms

• Paid (Gold OA Model with APC)

• Free (Diamond OA Model; 13 750 journals in DOAJ)

Route 1

PID

QualityInternational dimension
Immediate Access/No 

embargo 

Open Access / Route 1 - Full OA 

APC costs are eligible*  

*APC costs are eligible only for publications

released via Route 1, as specified in the Policy, under a CC 

BY 4.0 or CC BY-ND 4.0 licence (in justified cases).

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Open Access / Route 1 - Full OA

Publication of the research papers on the Open Access platforms or in 

the Open Access journals:

Journals must be registered or in the process of being registered in 

the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) - https://doaj.org/

https://doaj.org/


26 / /
x

Open Access / Route 1 - Full OA



Journal Checker Tool/JCT



Open Access / Route 1 - Full OA



Open Access / Route 1 - Full OA



OA publication routes/ 

models in accordance 

with the NCN Policy as 

amended - Route 2 



AAM made available in the repository

• Archiving "by default” by the publisher or the author

• Rights Retention Strategy (RRS) 

or preprint in the repository without an embargo (CC BY 4.0), 

and after the embargo the AAM version is available in the repository 

31 / /
x

Route 2

Open Access / Route 2: Manuscript (preprint or AAM) 

made available in the repository

PID Quality

International dimension
Embargo under certain

conditions

recommended

The costs are not
eligible

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Open Access / Route 2: Manuscript (preprint

or AAM) made available in the repository

Sharing in the open repository the research paper published in a subscription-based 

journal. All the following conditions must be fulfilled:

➢ the publication was made in a subscription-based journal, but the preprint or the 

Author's Accepted Manuscript (AAM) was made available in an open repository;

➢ the version referred above has been deposited in a repository registered or in the 

process of being registered in the Directory of Open Access Repositories (DOAR) 

in parallel with the publication of the work by the publisher (no embargo) -

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/;

➢ Preprint or the Author's Accepted Manuscript deposited in a repository has a 

unique persistent identifier produced in a generally accepted standard (e.g. DOI, 

URN, UUID, HANDLE, etc.).

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/


Route 2

AAM archiving by the publisher

or self-archiving by the author in 

the Open Access repository

(without embargo)

33 / /
x



Route 2: archiving by the publisher or self-archiving by the 

author in the Open Access repository (without embargo)



Route 2

the Rights Retention Strategy/RRS

or Preprint in the repository without 

an embargo (CC BY 4.0), 

and after the embargo the AAM 

version is available in the repository 

35 / /
x

Route 2:archiving by the publisher or self-archiving by the 

author in the Open Access repository (without embargo)



Route 2: RRS or preprint and after embargo AAM



Open access / where to share AAM?

37 / /
x

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/



Open access / where to share AAM? 

38 / /
x



Open access / where to share AAM? 

39 / /
x



Open access / where to share AAM?

40 / /
x



OA publication routes/ 

models in accordance 

with the NCN Policy as 

amended - Route 3 



NCN OA Policy / MODELS OF OPEN ACCESS 

COMPLIANCE 

Model 3 – based on the transformation agreements (transformation agreements are: 

transformation contracts, transformation journals). All the following conditions must be 

fulfilled:

➢ Publication has been accepted or published until 31 December 2024.

➢ Publication has been published in an open access journal based on subscriptions, 

covered by one of the three forms of transformation agreements. 

➢ Transformation agreements must be listed in the Efficiency and Standards for 

Article Charges (ESAC) register - https://esac-initiative.org/about/transformative-

agreements/agreement-registry/

https://esac-initiative.org/about/transformative-agreements/agreement-registry/
https://esac-initiative.org/about/transformative-agreements/agreement-registry/


43 / /
x

• Transformative Journals List

• Transformation agreement at the country

and institution level
Route 3

Open Access /  Route 3: Transformative journals or journal

under transformative agreement

PID

QualityInternational dimension
Immediate Access/No 

embargo 

APC costs are eligible

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Route 3:

Transformative journals

44 / /
x



https://journalcheckertool.org/transformative-journals/



46 /
X

https://journalcheckertool.org

Route 3

Route 2 / RRS

lub

Route 3: Transformative journals

https://journalcheckertool.org/


Route 3

Journals covered by 

transformative agreements

47 / /
x



Route 3

Route 2 / RRS

lub

Route 3: transformative agreement



Route 3 – transformative agreements 

Read and Publish agreements -
what do they give the author?

Possibility to 
publish for free 
(contract cost) 

BUT: limited 
number of 

licenses (per year)



Open access / journals covered by transformative  

agreements - POLAND

50 / /
x

Licenses of the Virtual Library of Science/ICM in 2024

ICM – Wirtualna Bibliteka Nauki » Publikowanie otwarte

• National License Elsevier

• National License Springer 

• Science Advances (the addition to the national license of Science)

• International Program Scoap3

• Consortium license American Chemical Society /ACS

• Consortium license Cambridge University Press/CUP (licence and programme suspended in 2023)

• Consortium license Emerald (licence and programme suspended in 2023)

• Consortium license Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers/IEEE

• Consortium license Institute of Physics /IOP

• Consortium license Wolters Kluwer/Lippincott Williams & Wilkins /LWW

• Consortium license Oxford University Press/OUP

• Consortium license Taylor & Francis /T&F

https://wbn.icm.edu.pl/publikowanie-otwarte/


Open Access / How to avoid predatory magazines? Checklist 

51 / /
x



Open access and publication in international 

journals

• OA is a formal commitment

• All three Routes are equal (NCN does not favour any of them)

DOAJ is not an indicator of whether the journal meets the requirement of being 

an „ international publication"! (see grant agreement paragraph 5 art. 2)

OA = formal commitment

International publication = experts' assessment. 



Article Processing Charges (APC)

• Publishing fee charged by the publisher to the author,

• the cost of which is not borne by the reader,

• covers the costs of the entire publication process (peer review, editing, etc.),

• is charged on the accepted manuscript, 

• applies to articles published in open access journals, 

• APCs are charged by some fully OA, hybrid and transformational journals,

paying for an APC does not guarantee a CC-BY 

licence



Eligible (+) and non-eligible (-) costs



• APC costs: 2% of direct costs (indirect AO costs) + 20% 

of direct costs (indirect overheads)

• Contract: para. 4 Financial management, para. 9:‘The 

entity is required to agree with the Project Manager on 

the management of at least 25% of the value of the 

remaining indirect costs.’ 

Costs



Open Access costs (2% additional indirect costs)

OA indirect costs: APC, data steward, repository maintenance

indirect costs settled as a lump sum

document only costs incurred on APC, for recognising whether the publications were funded under the 
NCN's open access policy

it is up to the entity in which year the OA costs will be spent; they may be carried over to the following 
year(s) of project implementation

OA indirect costs can also be spent after the project is completed



Monographs:

57 / /
x

Up to 53 editions (OPUS 27, PRELUDIUM 23): 

• OA costs may be covered from direct costs, as they are not covered by the NCN 

Policy on OA

• the need to submit the manuscript to the review process at the National Science 

Centre

From 54 editions (MAESTRO 16, SONATA BIS 14) 

The costs of publishing a monograph are ineligible costs.

https://ncn.gov.pl/sites/default/files/pliki/zarzadzenia-dyrektora/zarzadzenieDyr-32_2022.pdf
https://ncn.gov.pl/sites/default/files/pliki/zarzadzenia-dyrektora/zarzadzenieDyr-32_2022.pdf


JCT

DOAJ

openDOAR/Sherpa Romeo

WBN 
transformative agreement

cOAlition S tranformative journal

Pomocne 
narzędzia

Routes 1/2/3

Route 1

Route 2

Route 3

Route 3

tools

https://journalcheckertool.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/
https://wbn.icm.edu.pl/publikowanie-otwarte/
https://journalcheckertool.org/transformative-journals/


Open Access /Open Data 

59 / /
x

POLICY

AGREEMENT, 

§ 5. Project results

Data underlying scientific publications resulting from the project as referred to in sections 2 

and 4 shall be reliably documented in a manner that satisfies the principles of findability 

(machine-readable or manual search), accessibility, interoperability and reuse (FAIR 

Data). They shall be available in a repository, where possible, under the terms of the 

Creative Commons Public Domain license (CC0 license)

Underlying data (dataset) to published articles should be made available in an open access
repository where possible, subject to the terms of the license Creative Commons Public Domain 
(CC0 license), with data citation standards contained in the Declaration of Data Citation 
Principles by FORCE 11 and on the principles included in the TOP Guidelines. All published 
metadata must meet the guidelines provided by OpenAIRE and contain a note on financing from 
the project funds (National Science Centre, Poland project number).



Zadanie realizowane przez Narodowe Centrum Nauki na zlecenie Ministra Nauki 

dot. krajowej koordynacji partnerstwa EOSC w latach 2024-2025

Contact:

otwarta.nauka@ncn.gov.pl

open.science@ncn.gov.pl
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