
Order No 39/2025 

by the Director of the National Science Centre 

ESTABLISHING THE OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING POLICY FOR RESEARCH RESULTS 

GENERATED BY RESEARCH PROJECTS, FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, 

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND RESEARCH COMPONENTS  

of 26 June 2025 

 

 

Pursuant to Article 34 (2) (4) and Article 34 (2) (6) of the Act on the National Science Centre of 

30 April 2010 (consolidated text in Journal of Laws of 2023, item 153, as amended), in 

conjunction with § 2 (4) of the Organisational Regulations of the National Science Centre’s 

Office, the consolidated text of which is laid down in Annex 2 to Order No 36/2025 by the 

Director of the National Science Centre of 20 May 2025, it is hereby decided as follows:  

 

§ 1.  

The Open Access Publishing Policy for Research Results Generated by Research Projects, 

Fellowships, Scholarships, Research Activities and Research Components funded by the 

National Science Centre, is hereby established. 

 

§ 2. 

1. The Policy referred to in §1 shall apply to research projects, fellowships, scholarships, 

research activities and research components recommended for funding under calls for 

proposals launched as of 15 September 2025, except for the following international calls: 

POLONEZ BIS and calls launched by the CHANSE, CHIST-ERA and Biodiversa+ 

networks.  

2. The Policy referred to in §1 shall not apply if it is inconsistent with any agreements 

concluded by the National Science Centre with other institutions in connection with the 

calls launched in international collaboration.  

 

§ 3. 

The Policy referred to in §1 shall be laid down in Annex 1 hereto.  

 

 

 

 



§ 4. 

Order No 38/2020 by the Director of the National Science Centre of 27 May 2020, as amended 

by Order No 40/2020 of 31 May 2020, shell remain in force and shall apply to research projects, 

fellowships, scholarships and research activities that are not governed hereunder. 

 

§ 5. 

The Order shall come into effect on the date of signing.  

 

 

Director of the National Science Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document is not a certified translation and has been prepared for your convenience. In the case 

of any doubts as to the interpretation of its provisions, the Polish version shall prevail. 

  



 

Annex 1 to Order No 39/2025 by the Director of the National Science Centre amending the 

OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING POLICY FOR RESEARCH RESULTS GENERATED BY 

RESEARCH PROJECTS, FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND 

RESEARCH COMPONENTS of 26 June 2025 

 

 

 

THE OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING POLICY FOR RESEARCH RESULTS GENERATED 

BY RESEARCH PROJECTS, FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 

AND RESEARCH COMPONENTS 

 

 

Publicly funded research results shall be accessible to the broadest possible audience, with 

respect for transparency, research quality and integrity. As a basic research funding institution, 

the National Science Centre (hereinafter also referred to as the “NCN”) shall support open 

science and promote practices that foster free sharing and reuse of research results. 

 

The NCN shall recommend Green Open Access as the preferred model for sharing scientific 

publications, where manuscript versions can be deposited in recognised open repositories 

(e.g. domain-specific). The Green Open Access model shall be referred to as Route 2 for 

articles and papers referred to herein. 

 

The Policy shall lay down the open access publishing principles for research results generated 

by research projects, fellowships, scholarships, research activities and research components.  

 



I. SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS  

 

The rules of open access publishing set out below shall be recommended. Considering the 

diversity across scientific disciplines and specific nature of publication processes, the NCN 

shall permit closed access (subscription-based) publishing without required sharing of the 

Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM1) or preprint2 in a repository.  

 

1. Forms of Publications 

Research papers financed by the National Science Centre may be published in: 

a) open access journals or  

b) closed access (e.g. traditional subscription) journals.  

 

2. Open Access Publication Routes for Journals  

The NCN shall accept three equivalent publication routes: 

a) Route 1: publication in journals registered, or with pending registration, in the Directory of 

Open Access Journals (DOAJ3), where the journal’s DOAJ status at the time of 

manuscript submission is decisive; 

b) Route 2: Publication in subscription journals4 and/or hybrid5 journals.  

When an article is published in a closed access journal, the authors are encouraged to 

deposit their manuscript version (e.g. a preprint or Author Accepted Manuscript) in an 

open repository registered in the Open Directory of Open Access Repositories 

(OpenDOAR6). Failure to share the preprint / AAM shall not affect the project cost or 

project settlement; and  

c) Route 3: Publication in journals under transformative agreements (available for a limited 

time based on the applicable national publishing consortia arrangements)7. 

 

  

 
1 Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM) is the final manuscript version created by the author, including all the revisions introduced 
after the peer review, and accepted for publication in the journal. Other terms: post print, accepted author manuscript. 
2 Preprint is a version of an article that precedes formal peer review and publication in a peer-reviewed scholarly or scientific 
journal. Other terms: submitted version, Author’s Original Manuscript (AOM), Submitted Manuscript Under Review (SMUR). 
3 Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) is an international database of peer-reviewed open access journals, launched in 
2003 (for more information, go to link). 
4 Subscription journals are journals where articles are accessible through paid subscription. 
5 Hybrid journals are journals that publish both open access and subscription-based articles.  
6 OpenDOAR is a website that lists high-quality open access repositories (for more information, go to link). 
7 Journals covered by Polish transformative agreements are listed on the website of Wirtualna Biblioteka Nauki (Virtual Library 
of Science) (for more information, go to link). 

https://doaj.org/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/
https://wbn.icm.edu.pl/publikowanie-otwarte/


3. Open Access Routes for Books, Chapters and Peer-Reviewed Collected Works 

Published in Open Access  

Two Open Access models shall be recommended for monographs, monograph chapters and 

peer-reviewed collected works:  

a) Gold Open Access, where manuscripts are immediately available online, free of 

charge for readers, and 

b) Green Open Access, where authors deposit their manuscripts in an open repository. 

 

4. Open Access Licence 

Open access publications shall be subject to a Creative Commons8 licence or equivalent 

open licence. The NCN shall recommend using the CC BY 4.0 licence, which protects the 

author’s copyright, while allowing reuse with proper attribution.  

 

5. Costs  

Article Processing Charges (APCs) for the three publication routes specified in Point 2 and 

all types of Creative Commons licences (or other equivalent) shall be eligible and shall be 

covered from:  

a) indirect OA costs or  

b) other indirect costs. 

 

APCs shall not be covered from direct costs. 

 

The NCN shall not recommend paying APCs for papers published under Route 2, i.e. in 

subscription or hybrid journals, where AAM or preprint can be freely deposited in a 

repository. 

 

Book Processing Charges (BPCs) for open access monographs shall be accounted for as 

direct costs only if a manuscript has been successfully evaluated by the NCN. However, 

starting with the SONATA BIS 14 and MAESTRO 16 calls (launched on 17 June 2024), 

BPCs have been deemed ineligible for funding of this type of publication. 

 

  

 
8 For more information on Creative Commons licences, go to https://creativecommons.org/.  

https://creativecommons.org/


II. RESEARCH DATA 

Research data sharing regulations shall be mandatory and shall apply to key datasets 

associated with scientific publications resulting from NCN-funded research projects.  

 

1. Research Data Sharing  

Any data (basic datasets) underlying scientific articles (whether OA or closed access) shall 

be:  

a) well-documented in compliance with the principles of findability (machine-readable or 

manual search), accessibility, interoperability and reusability (FAIR Data9) and  

b) shared in open repositories, if possible, under the terms of the Creative Commons 

Public Domain (CC0) or Creative Commons Attribution International (CC BY 4.0) 

licence or equivalent licences that ensures the same degree of data openness and 

reuse. 

 

Exceptions to data sharing shall be allowed in well-justified cases (subject to a relevant 

justification), including:  

a) personal data protection; 

b) trade or industrial secret; 

c) national security; 

d) intellectual property rights restricting data sharing. 

 

Any exceptions shall be duly justified.  

 

2. Metadata 

All published data shall include complete metadata in compliance with domain-specific 

requirements, including at least:  

a) dataset title, 

b) author(s) and their publications, 

c) date of data creation and/or collection, 

d) research methodology and tools used for data collection, 

e) data format and structure, 

f) terms of data sharing and licencing, and 

g) funding acknowledgement, and correct NCN project registration number (National 

Science Centre, project number). 

 
9 FAIR Data principles define a number of dataset attributes that make it findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable. See: 
M. Wilkinson et al. (2016), The FAIR Guiding Principles for scientific data management and stewardship, Scientific Data 3, 
doi:10.1038/sdata.2016.18), and https://www.force11.org/fairprinciples. 


